In the gentleman whom you have elected you will have an able and energetic officer, who, I feel sure, will infuse a new life into all our operations, and compensate for the shortcomings of the past year.
The year which has just elapsed has not, however, been without results, as will be evident from the proceedings published in the Indian Medical Gazette. It is nearly five years since the Bengal Branch of the British Medical Association was established ; and it is satisfactory to note that it has proved at least one thing, i. e., that there is no insuperable difficulty to the successof such an Institution. If each member of the profession did his part towards it, there is no institution in the country which offers a greater opportunity for usefulness Important medical questions concerning pyaemia, osteomyelitis, cholera, small-pox, fever, dysentery, syphilis, drainage, water-supply, hospital construction the status of the medical profession, &c., which are continually forcing themselves upon the public, can be nowhere else discussed with equal advantage. Had proper location and a library of our own. As our members become more numerous and active, we may also be able to maintain a journal of our proceedings, which shall not be inferior to the one we had to discontinue last year.
As I have referred to the three classes of medical men, let me speak a few words regarding the relation between the Native Medical Profession and the Universities.
In oneway the Universities hardly meet the medical wants cf the country. As the nation is gradually awaking to the superiority of European medicine, the demand for medical men educated in our colleges is daily on the increase. The number of practitioners passed by the Universities is too small to keep pace with that demand, and their pretensions are too high to allow of their services being generally available to all classes of the community. The Universities aim at securing a high standard of education, and a class of English-speaking practitioners who shall not be inferior in attainments to the graduates in Artg, Law, and Civil Engineering. This is very good, for it secures a high place for the profession, the members of which should act as so many centres of civilization. But the very superiority of the education necessarily limits the admissions to this class, and the vast majority of them belong to the lowest grade, or Licentiates. Indeed it has been a frequent subject of surprise, how few seem to care to aspire to the higher medical degrees, and it has been questioned whether the institution of those degrees was not premature. I believe the proper way to get an answer to these questions is to ascertain the native feeling upon the subject. The next subject which Dr. Ewart brought forward was that of syphilitic "gummatous" tumours-of which he exhibited three series of specimens from the College Museum,?one was about the size of a grape, and was found in the right optic thalamus of a Hindu, aged thirty, who had suffered from syphilis, was admitted into hospital with hemiplegia of the left side, and ultimately died comatose. The second case had occurred in the General Hospital under Dr. Vans Hest. The patient had suffered four years before from syphilis, for which he had salivated himself sixteen times. He was admitted into the General Hospital with chronic ulceration of the larynx, and died " from depression and failure of the heart's action," not from apnoea. In addition to extensive ulceration of the larynx, a gummatous tumour, as large as half a hen's egg, was found in front of the bodies of the second and third cervical vertebras, springing apparently from the anterior common ligament. A similar tumour was attached to the inner face of some of the lower costal cartilages. In the third case a gummatous tumour, as large as a hazel-nut, was found in the left lung of a patient who died of pelvic cellulitis. The College Museum also contains a heart, in the right ventricle of which are two syphiltic gumrnata,?one about the size of a grape, the other as large as a hazel-nut. There is also contraction of the miral orifice, and an aneurism of the left ventricle.
Lastly, Dr. Ewart brought forward two specimens of diphtheria which occurred during the past year in the Medical College Hospital, the subject of one being a child, that of the other a man of thi'ty-three. In both death supervened from asthenia, occasioned by the overwhelming influence of the poison, and not from the mechanical impediment to breathing.
(To be continued.)
